
. SCHOOL NURSING. 
She then sp?ke of the beginning of school nursing 

under the Lmdon County Council, in 1904 ; the staff 
now consisting of a superintendent, two assistant 
superintendents, and I 12 nurses. She showed 
that school nursing was brought into greater 
prominence by the passing of the Administrative 
Provisions Section of the Education Act in 1907 
by raising it to the 
position of an in- 
tegral part of school 
inspection. The Act 
provided for the com- 
pulsory inspection of 
s c h o o 1 ch  i l  d r e n  
attending elementary 
schools, vacation 
schools, and play 
centres. The chief 
medical officer of the 
Board of Education 
in a recent report 
testified forcefullv fn 
the invaluable r( sults 
of school nursi..g. 
The nurses worked 
under the school 
doctor, who was 
usually the Medical 
Officer of Health, by 
which means the 
Public Health and 
the School Medical 
services were co- 
ordinated. 

TUBERCULOSIS 
NURSES. 

The notification of 
tuberciilosis which 
came into operation 
on January Ist, 
1912, included the 
cleansing and disin- 
fection of premises, 
and aided the work 
of prevention of 
tuberculosis to a 
very appreciable 
cstent. Edinburgh 
was the pioneer city 
in the United King- 
dom in tuberculosis 
work, and the dis- 
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pciisary system started there so admirably by 
Dr. Philip had served as a model for other 
placcs. The Royal Victoria Hospital for Con- 
suniption established in that city in 1887 as 
a memorial of Qieen Victoria’s Jubilee had now 
outgrown its name, and comprised an anti-tuber- 
culosis scheme, including a group of institutions, 
namely a dispensary and hospital for advanced 
cases, a sanatorium, and a farm colony. 

A large number of duly qualified nurses were 
constantly at work, seeing patients at the Dispen- 

sary, taking their history, and preparing them 
for examination. They followed this up by visit- 
ing them in their homes, teaching them hom‘to 
live the open air life, also trying to persuade all 
persons living in the same house as the infected 
person (known as “ contacts ”) to sebmit to an 
examination. Three years ago London started 
dispensaries for tuberculosis on the same lines. 

In the year 1907 
t h e  W o m e n ’ s  
National Health 
Association of Ire- 
land was formed 
with the primary 
object of entering 
upon an active cru- 
sade against tuber- 
culosis, and in 1908 
the Women’s Im- 
perial Health Asso- 
ciation was formed 
in England with the 
very appropriate 
motto, “ The power 
of the King is in the 
health of his people.” 
The chief feature 
was its travelling 
Health C a r a v a n  
work, in connection 
with which lectures 
were given by trained 
nurses, illustrated by 
lantern slides and 
also by the cinemato- 
graph. In the Prin- 
cipality of Wales an 
active campaign .was 
also being carried on 
against tuberculosis. 

HEALTH VISITORS 
AND SANITARY 
INSPECTORS. 

The Health Visitor 
was an advisory 
officer and her work: 
preventative and 
educational. In this 
she differed from 
the Sanitary In- 
spector, who worked 
by rules laid down 
in Acts of Parlia- 

ment, and so had the power to enforce compliance 
with the laws reIating to PubIic Health. 

The work of the Health Visitor did not overlap 
.that of the District Nurse or School Nurse ; 
rather she co-operated usefully with them. The 
movement was the outcome of a suggestion made 
by Florence Nightingale and had steadily and 
rapidly developed, 

It was not essential that  Health Visitors or 
Sanitary Inspectors should be trained nurses, but 
many of them added these qualifications to  their 



previous page next page

http://rcnarchive.rcn.org.uk/data/VOLUME049-1912/page210-volume49-14thseptember1912.pdf
http://rcnarchive.rcn.org.uk/data/VOLUME049-1912/page212-volume49-14thseptember1912.pdf

